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9. To provide for recreational facilities and open spaces for public and private use.

10. To protect Springfield's community character, including historic and cultural resources,
scenic views, and rural landscapes.

11. To establish fair and equitable procedures for administration and effective enforcement of
this Law.

ARTICLE 2 DEFINITIONS 

Section 2.1 Meaning of Words 

Except where specifically defined by this article, all words used in this Law shall carry their 
customary meanings. Words used in the present tense include the future, and the singular 
includes the plural; the word "lot" includes the words "plot" and "parcel"; the term "shall" is always 
mandatory; and the word "used" or "occupied" as applied to any land or building shall be 
considered as though followed by the words "as intended, arranged or designed to be used or 
occupied." 

Section 2.2 Definitions 

Access: Entrance way for vehicles to leave or enter a property or lot from a public 
highway or private road. 

Accessory Structure, Building or Use: A secondary structure or use on the same lot in the 
same ownership which is associated with principal use or structure, and which is 
incidental and subordinate to the principal use or structure. An accessory structure or 
building is a detached subordinate building on a lot, the use of which is customarily 
incidental to that of the main or principal building. 

Addition: A room or rooms added to a building. 

Agriculture: The land and on-farm buildings, equipment, manure processing and handling 
facilities and practices which contribute to the production, preparation and 
maixyiu'irketing of crops, livestock and livestock products as a commercial enterprise as 
defined in AML Article 25-AA, Section 301. 

Agricultural Data Statement: an identification of farm operations located within five 
hundred feet of the boundary of property upon which an action requiring municipal review 
and approval by the planning board is proposed, as provided in section three hundred 
five-a of Article 25-AA of the New York State Agriculture and Markets law. 

Agricultural District: That portion of the Town of Springfield that is included in the New 
York State Certified Agricultural District established as per State Agriculture and Markets 
Law 25-AA. 

Agricultural Structure: A structure designed and constructed to house farm implements, 
hay, grain, poultry, livestock or other horticultural products. This structure shall not be a 
place of human habitation, but used in the raising, growing or storage of agricultural 
products by a farmer engaged in a farming operation including but not limited to barns, 
sheds, poultry houses and other buildings and equipment on the premises used directly 
and solely for agricultural purposes. 
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Agricultural Use, Animals: The use of land for raising, harvesting, selling, or feeding, 
including but not limited to, grazing, breeding, managing, selling, or producing livestock, 
poultry, fur-bearing animals or honeybees, or by dairying and the sale of dairy products, 
or by any combination thereof. It also includes the use of land for stabling or training 
equines, including, but not limited to providing riding lessons, training clinics, and 
schooling shows, including other on-farm niche marketing promotions. Slaughterhouses, 
meat-packing facilities, hide tanning operations, and operations which utilize animals in 
research shall not be considered an animal agricultural use. 

Alteration, Structural: To change or rearrange the walls, roof, ceiling, floors, supporting 
beams, columns or other structural parts; interior plan or layout, the exterior architectural 
features; the exit facilities of a structure; or the relocation of a building from one location 
to another. Does not include the expansion of a structure or a use. 

Animal Hospital/Services: A place where animals are given medical care and the 
boarding of animals is limited to short-term care incidental to the hospital use. 

Applicant: The person(s), corporation, agency or other legal entity responsible for 
submitting site plan or special use applications for review and approval by the Planning 
Board or variance application for review and approval by the Zoning Board of Appeals. 

Aquifer: A geologic formation, group of formations or part of a formation capable of 
storing or transmitting and yielding ground water to wells or springs. 

Area, Building: The total area on a horizontal plane at the main grade level of the 
principal building and all accessory buildings exclusive of uncovered porches, terraces, 
and steps. 

Area, Lot: The total area contained within the property lines of an individual parcel of 
land, excluding any area within an existing street right-of-way. 

Bar/Tavern: Premises used primarily for the sale or dispensing of liquor by the drink for 
on-site consumption and where food may be available for consumption on the premises 
as accessory to the principal use. 

Bed and Breakfast: An owner-occupied residential building also used for renting 
accommodations to transient, fee-paying guests, and providing not more than one (1) 
meal daily to guests only. Not more than ten (10) rooms may be let. 

Billboards: A sign or structure which directs attention to an idea, product, business 
activity, service or entertainment which is conducted, sold, or offered elsewhere than 
upon the lot on which such sign is situated. 

Boarding House: A building, other than a hotel, containing a general kitchen and a 
general dining room, in which at least three but not more than six sleeping rooms are 
offered for rent, with or without meals. A lodging house, tourist house or rooming house 
shall be deemed a boarding house. 

Boat Hoist: A structure typically mounted in alongside a dock or pier used to lift a boat out of 
the water for temporary storage. 

Boathouse: A structure with direct access to a navigable body of water (1) which is used 
for the storage of boats and associated equipment and (2) which does not have bathroom 
or kitchen facilities and is not designed or used for lodging or residency. 
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Environmental Assessment Form (EAF): A form, prescribed by NYS DEC_used to 
determine whether a project will have significant environmental impacts. 

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS): A document prepared pursuant to SEQRA, 
subsequent to a determination of potential adverse impacts that examines the existing 
and developed environment, and identifies and presents impacts, mitigation measures 
and alternatives. 

Equipment Storage: Any location or structure used for the storage of equipment 
(machinery and related hardware, etc.) 

Erosion Control: Use of re-seeding, re-vegetation, placement of mulch or artificial matting 
or rip rap or other methods to prevent soil erosion. 

Erosion: The wearing away of surface soils by action of wind or water. 

Family Day Care: Any program or facility licensed by the State of New York Office of 
Children and Family Services and which has a program caring for children of any age 
for more than three hours per day per child in which child day care is provided in a 
private residence for three to six children as per New York State Social Services Law§ 
390. 

Family: A group of individuals not necessarily related by blood, marriage, adoption, or 
guardianship living together in a dwelling unit as a single housekeeping unit. 

Farm Stand: An on-farm, temporary structure used for the display and sale of farm 
products, and not more than 400 square feet in size. 

Farm Worker Housing: an accessory apartment used to house farm workers on an 
agricultural operation located within a certified New York State Agricultural District. 

Flood, 100-Year: The highest level of flood that, on the average, is likely to occur once 
every 100 years (i.e., that has a 1% chance of occurring each year). 

Floodplain or Flood Prone Area: A land area adjoining a river, stream, watercourse, or 
lake, which is likely to be flooded. 

Footprint: The amount of space or the outline of a building on the ground, measured in 
square feet, taken up on the ground by a structure. A building footprint measurement 
does not include the square footage of multiple floors of a structure. 

Forestry/Logging: The operation of timber tracts, tree farms, forest nurseries, the 
gathering of forest products or the performing of forest services. 

Frontage: That part of a property bounded by either a public or private road. 

Fuel Storage: A commercial facility designed for the bulk keeping, and distribution in 
above-ground containers of any fuel material in liquid, gaseous, powder or pellet form, 
including but not limited to gasoline, propane, diesel, kerosene, fuel oil, or natural gas. A 
gas station for fueling direct to cars or trucks shall not be considered a fuel storage or 
distribution facility. 

Gasoline Station: An area of land, including structures thereon, or any building or part 
thereof, that is used primarily for the sale and direct delivery to the motor vehicle of 
gasoline or any other motor vehicle fuel or oil and other lubricating, washing, (which does 
not require mechanical equipment) or otherwise servicing motor vehicles, but not 
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surrounded by area farms and open space. 

Hazardous Substance: Any substance listed as a hazardous substance in 6 NYCRR Part 
597, Hazardous Substance List, or a mixture thereof. In general, a hazardous substance 
means any substance which: (1) because of its quantity, concentration, or physical, 
chemical, or infectious characteristics poses a significant hazard to human health or 
safety if improperly treated, stored, transported, disposed of, or otherwise managed; (2) 
poses a present or potential hazard to the environment when improperly treated, stored, 
transported, disposed of, or otherwise managed; (3) because of its toxicity or 
concentration within biological chains, presents a demonstrated threat to biological life 
cycles when released into the environment. 

Hazardous Waste: A waste, or combination of wastes, which are identified or listed as 
hazardous pursuant to 6 NYCRR Part 371, Identification and Listing of Hazardous 
Wastes. Hazardous wastes include but are not limited to petroleum products, organic 
chemical solvents, heavy metal sludges, acids with a pH less than or equal to 2.0, 
alkalies with a pH greater than or equal to 12.5, radioactive substances, pathological or 
infectious wastes, or any material exhibiting the characteristics of ignitability, corrosivity, 
reactivity, or fails the Toxicity Characteristic Leaching Procedure (TCLP). 

Heavy Industry: Any use or activity, which generates significant volumes of smoke, odors, 
noise, or other polluting wastes and is not compatible with other uses in the Town of 
Springfield. Examples of "heavy industry" which are intended to be included in this 
definition are: chemical manufacturing; exploration for natural gas; extraction of natural 
gas; natural gas processing facilities (as defined elsewhere in this Law) and/or 
compressor stations; exploration for crude oil; extraction of crude oil; oil refineries; coal 
mining; coal processing; and steel manufacturing. It is expressly stated that the 
foregoing examples are not intended to be exhaustive and shall not be construed to limit 
the meaning, scope or application of this definition or to limit the application of this 
definition solely to the activities identified in the examples. Generic examples of uses not 
intended to be included in the definition of "heavy industry" are: milk processing plants; 
dairy farms; office and communications uses; garment factories; woodworking and 
cabinet shops; automobile repair shops; wineries and breweries; warehouses; 
equipment repair and maintenance facilities; helipads; parking lots and parking garages; 
light manufacturing or light industrial facilities (as defined elsewhere in this Law); 
agriculture; and surface gravel and sand mining. It is expressly stated that the foregoing 
examples are not intended to be exhaustive and shall not be construed to limit the 
meaning, scope or application of this definition or to limit the application of this definition 
solely to those activities identified in the examples. 

Historic Character or Traditional Character: Describes the qualities and attributes of 
Springfield's physical and visual landscape that embody the events, traditions and 
personalities of its past. Historic character describes the unique architectural variety, style 
and scale of our Community, including color, proportion, form, and architectural detail. 
However, the physical layout of the Community, its landscape patterns, the pre­
automobile network of roads, and other elements also contribute to historic character. 
Among these elements are active agricultural operations with low density residential 
development interspersed with denser population centers such as the hamlets, roads and 
windbreaks lined with old mature trees, stone walls, deep rural setbacks, and 
small/irregular field or pasture dimensions. 

Home Occupation: A business activity resulting in a product or service for financial gain, 
conducted wholly or partly in a dwelling unit or accessory structure which is clearly 
secondary to the use of the dwelling for living purposes and does not change the 
residential character of the dwelling unit or vicinity or have any exterior evidence of such 
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secondary use other than a sign. Such unit or accessory structure shall not employ more 
than three people. 

Homeowner's Association: an organization of homeowners residing within a particular 
development whose major purpose is to manage, preserve, fund, repair and maintain 
common areas and infrastructure for the benefit of the property owners who are members 
of the association. 

Hotel/Motel: Commercial overnight sleeping accommodations, consisting of a building or 
group of buildings for more than 25 sleeping rooms, but not to exceed 36 sleeping rooms. 
Additional accessory services may be included such as restaurants, meeting rooms, 
entertainment and recreational facilities. 

Impervious Surface: Any man-made material, such as pavement used in parking lots or 
driveways, or any building or other structure on a lot, that does not allow precipitation and 
melted snow to penetrate into the soil. It is the surface area of land (measured in square 
feet) covered by all structures and artificial surfaces, including all roofed over areas, 
decks, patios, cantilevered units, walkways and drives potentially impacting natural 
precipitation and runoff on a lot or parcel of land. 

Important Aesthetic Features: Denotes elements of architecture and landscape that have 
been identified by the community as significant to the local quality of life and sense of 
place. They may be specific elements such as structures, scenic roads, parks, 
waterways, crossroads, and stone walls; or they may be more diffuse resources such as 
open spaces, formal/informal historic districts, and scenic views. These can include 
historic structures and landscapes, country roads, agricultural fields and operations, 
views of hills and mountains, streams and wetlands, and the hamlet areas. 

Ingress: Access from a public highway or private road leading into a lot or property. 

Kennel, Commercial: Any place at which there are kept four (4) or more dogs more than 
four (4) months of age or any number of dogs that are kept for the primary purpose of 
sale or for the boarding, care or breeding for which a fee is charged or paid. 

Land Use Activity: The occupation, use and/ or maintenance of land or any building, 
structure or other improvement on land. 

Land Use Enforcement Officer: The person authorized to enforce this local law. 

Landowner: The legal or beneficial owner of land, including those holding the right to 
purchase or lease the land, or any other person holding proprietary rights in the land. 

Light Manufacturing, Assembly, and Light ln.dustrial Operations: A facility or use which 
does not produce high volumes of polluting wastes, is compatible with other uses in its 
surrounding area or neighborhood, does not require heavy, noisy or otherwise 
objectionable machinery or transporting equipment, and in addition, meets one of the 
following descriptions: 

i. Light Manufacturing. A use involving the manufacture of a product, subject to
compliance with any other applicable ordinances, laws or regulations, in one of the
following categories:

- Food and beverage production, including but not limited to such uses as a
dairy processing plant, bakery, and bottling plant.

- Apparel and other textile products.
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Restaurant: Any structure having as a principal use the preparation and dispensing of 
foods and beverages for consumption on the premises, whether food is served upon 
order or taken by self- service and where there are no facilities for drive-through service. 

Retail Store and Shop: Traditional establishments, such as florists, lumber and hardware 
stores, pharmacies, grocery stores, convenience stores, stationary stores, book stores, 
video-rental stores, clothing stores, department stores, shoe stores, antique stores, etc., 
that sells goods or merchandise to the general public for personal or household 
consumption. 

Ridge Top or Ridgeline: The long, narrow crest or horizontal line of hills or mountains, 
usually at the highest elevation. 

Road, Right-of-Way: An area defined by a boundary which provides for road construction, 
maintenance, improvement, and/or widening. 

Road: A vehicular access way either currently designated as a Town, County or State 
Road, or any private platted access way, built to town requirements. 

Roof Line: The highest portion of the outside top covering of a building or structure. Flat 
roofs also have a roof line even when there is no pitch and the surface of the roof is 
generally parallel to the ground. 

Round Lake_pJotocols for p;operty line extensions: Lot line extensions along curved 
shorelines (e.g. the ends of Otsego Lake) extended towards the center of the shoreline 
arc creating pie shaped lake segments. 

Runoff: Surface water that flows onto, within, and/or off of the site area. 

School/Educational/Training Facility, Public or Private: A building or part thereof which is 
designed, constructed, or used for instruction or education including, but is not limited to 
elementary, parochial, private, secondary or vocational schools. It shall also mean a 
business organized to operate for a profit, or an organization that operates not-for-profit 
offering instruction and training in a trade, service or art. 

Screening: Vegetation, fencing, or earthen materials used to block visibility toward and/or 
away from a site, or used to lessen noise impacts from a particular site or from adjacent 
land uses. 

Sediment: Soils or other surficial materials transported by surface water as a product of 
erosion. Sedimentation occurs when there is a deposition of sediment and silt in 
drainage-ways, watercourses and water bodies, which may result in pollution, murkiness, 
accumulation, and blockage. 

Senior Citizen Housing: Multifamily housing designed for people over 60 years of age. 
This includes adult retirement community, assisted living facility, continuing care 
retirement community, and retirement community types of structures. 

Sensitive Environmental Features and Areas: Refers to natural resource locations that 
have a high potential for significant damage or degradation from direct or cumulative 
impacts arising from new development or shifts in existing land uses. Some sensitive 
environmental features and areas have been inventoried, mapped or identified as being 
locally, regionally, nationally or globally significant for its rarity and/or degree of 
vulnerability. Typical examples include but are not limited to: wetlands, streams/river 
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Subdivision Review: A process where the Planning Board reviews and approves all 
new lots to be created in the town. 

Substantial Construction (or Substantively Commenced): Any land use activity in which 
the lot has been cleared, graded, and the buildings foundation and structure initiated. 

Surface Waters of the State of New York: Lakes, bays, sounds, ponds, impounding 
reservoirs, springs, wells, rivers, streams, creeks, estuaries, marshes, inlets, canals, 
the Atlantic ocean within the territorial seas of the State of New York and all other 
bodies of surface water, natural or artificial, inland or coastal, fresh or salt, public or 
private (except those private waters that do not combine or effect a junction with 
natural surface or underground waters), which are wholly or partially within or 
bordering the state or within its jurisdiction. Storm sewers and waste treatment 
systems, including treatment ponds or lagoons which also meet the criteria of this 
definition are not waters of the state. This exclusion applies only to man-made bodies 
of water, which neither were originally created in waters of the state (such as a 
disposal area in wetlands) nor resulted from impoundment of waters of the state. 

Swimming Pool: A water-filled enclosure, permanently constructed or portable, having 
a depth of more than 18 inches below the level of the surrounding land, or an above­
surface pool, having a depth of more than 30 inches, designed, used, and maintained 
for swimming and bathing. 

Telecommunication Tower: A structure or location designed or intended to be used, or 
used to support antennae. This includes, without limitation, free-standing towers, 
guyed towers, monopoles, structures such as a church steeple, silo, water tower, sign 
or other structures intended to mitigate the visual impact of an antenna or the 
functional equivalent or such, while serving to support antennae. It is a structure 
intended for transmitting and/or receiving radio, television, cellular, paging, personal 
telecommunications services or microwave telecommunications. A 
telecommunications tower or transmitting/receiving facilities shall be public utility 
structures for the purposes of this Law. 

Temporary Living Quarters: A manufactured home, mobile home, camping trailer, 
recreational vehicle, or motor home being used as a temporary residence for: (a) a 
farm worker who is earning a substantial portion of his/her livelihood from the farm on 
which the temporary dwelling is located; (b) as a temporary residence while the 
landowner's permanent home is being constructed or repaired; (c) where required for 
transient highway repairmen or other public purposes, or (d) any other occupancy of 
less than 30 consecutive days or 60 total days per year. 

Use, Accessory: A use or structure which is incidental but associated with the principal 
use such as a separate garage or shed, fencing, and recreational facilities (e.g. pool, 
tennis court, etc.). 

Use, Principal: The specific purpose for which land or a building is designed, arranged 
or intended or for which it is or may be occupied or maintained. 

Variance, Area: A variance from the area and bulk requirements or supplementary 
regulations of a related character (such as amount, size, location of design or access, 
off-street parking, landscaping, signs) to authorize on a specific lot a permitted use 
which could not feasibly be established without relief from one or more of the 
dimensional requirements pertaining to the district. 
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Section 3.4 Interpretation of District Boundaries 

Where uncertainty exists with respect to the boundaries of any land use district shown on the 
Land Use Map, the following rules shall apply: 

a. Boundaries shown following the center lines of streets, highways, or railroad tracks shall be
construed to follow such lines. These boundaries shall be automatically adjusted if a centerline is
moved a maximum distance of fifty (50) feet.

b. Boundaries of land use districts shown following existing Town boundary lines, property
lines, or lot lines shall be construed to coincide with those existing boundary, property or lot lines
as of the date of approval of this Zoning Law.

c. For boundaries dividing a single lot under single or joint ownership of record at the time
such district line is established, the regulations for the less restricted portion of such lot shall
extend not more than thirty (30) feet into the more restricted portion.

d. Where overlay district boundaries, if applicable, are based on natural features such as
steep slopes, contour lines, soil types or ecological communities, such boundaries may be more
precisely established through field investigation by a qualified professional such as an engineer,
geologist, soil scientist, ecologist or other similarly trained person. Any costs associated with such
field investigation shall be borne by the applicant or landowner.

e. Boundaries on the Land Use Map are based on Otsego County Tax Maps; if found to be
inaccurate, the Town of Springfield Town Board shall have the final decision.

Section 3.5 Permitted Land Uses 

Only one use is permitted per lot; however, more than one principal dwelling may be situated on a 
lot under single ownership provided that the minimum area requirements are separately met for 
each principal dwelling and any accessory structures. 

Land uses are permitted in one of two ways as follows: 

Permitted by Right: A use in this category that complies with the standards of this Law requires 
no further review or approval. However, issuance of a building permit under the New York State 
Building Codes or other local, regional, county, or state permits may be required. 

Subject to Special Use Permit: A use in this category is permitted only upon the issuance of a 
special use permit and site plan approval by the Planning Board in accordance with Section 9. 
Such a use existing on the date of enactment of this Zoning Law and which was legally approved 
under any prior law shall be considered as if it were permitted by right and no further approvals 
shall be required. However, prior to the expansion of an existing use that would otherwise require 
a special use permit, a special use permit and site plan must be approved. All uses requiring a 
special use permit must also receive site plan approval as per Section 8. 

Section 3.6 Prohibited Uses 

All land uses not permitted by right or subject to a special use permit shall be considered 
prohibited uses in the Town of Springfield. Additionally, the Town of Springfield previously 
enacted a local law that prohibited Heavy Industry (Local Law #1 of 2011 ). The prohibition within 
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that Local Law continues through this Zoning Law and is hereby incorporated into this Local Law 
in its entirety by reference. All activities related to heavy industry shall be prohibited from all 
districts in the Town of Springfield because they may impact wetlands, lakes, streams, 
groundwater resources, public drinking supplies, public roads, historic landscapes, agriculture, 
small town character, and the area's tourism and recreational-based economy. Impacts related to 
heavy industry that Springfield seeks to avoid include, but are not limited to contaminated water 
supplies, air pollution, traffic congestion, deterioration of roads and bridges, noise, introduction of 
industrial uses into non-industrial areas, human and animal illness, and incompatible changes to 
the rural character of Town. 

Section 3.7 Change of Use 

Any change of a use to another use that is permitted by right (P) and without a special use permit 
shall not require approval from the Planning Board. Any change of use to a use permitted only 
with special use permit approval shall follow all standards and procedures of Sections 9.1 and 9.2 
(Site Plan Approval and Special Use Permits). 

Section 3.8 Lot Area, Setbacks and Other Dimensions 

Dimension Table. The table, presented in Appendix B and hereby incorporated into and made 
part of this Law, establishes the lot size, setbacks and other dimensional requirements for all lots 
and buildings in the Town of Springfield. These minimum requirements may be increased or 
decreased by other provisions of this Law. 

Section 3.9 Height and Height Exceptions 

No building or structure shall block or unreasonably impede the view of existing neighboring 
buildings. The height limitations, as shown on Appendix B (Lot Area Dimensions) shall not apply 
to the following structures: 

a. Church spires, silos, belfries, cupolas and domes not used for human occupancy;
residential chimneys, ventilators, skylights, water tanks, bulkheads and other necessary
mechanical appurtenances usually carried above the roof level; parapet walls or cornices; non­
commercial radio or television receiving antennas, public utility transmission towers or cable;
agricultural structures in an agricultural district.

Section 3.10 Buildings and Structures:  In all zoning districts, the following shall apply:

This section added by Local Law #2 2025

a. All exterior surfaces must be kept in good repair, free from peeling paint, broken windows,
and structural deterioration.

b. All buildings or structures which are structurally unsafe, dangerous, unsanitary, a fire
hazard, or not provided with adequate egress or which in relation to existing use constitute a hazard
to safety or health by reason of inadequate maintenance, dilapidation, obsolescence, or
abandonment are severally, for the purpose of this section, unsafe buildings. All such unsafe
buildings are hereby declared to be illegal and shall be abated by repair and rehabilitation or by
demolition and removal in accordance with the procedures of the Hamlet/Commercial District
Maintenance Law, Local Law No. 1 of 2025.
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ARTICLE 4 APPLICATION OF REGULATIONS

Section 4.1 General Application 

Except for farm buildings or farm structures and as herein provided, no building, structure or land 
shall hereafter be used or occupied and no building or structure, or parts thereof, shall be erected, 
relocated, extended, enlarged, or altered except in conformity with the permitted use, height, 
minimum area, setbacks and off-street parking regulations specified for the district in which it is 
located. 

Section 4.2 Required Lot Area and Yards Cannot Be Reduced 

No lot area shall be reduced or diminished so that the yards or other open spaces thereon shall 
be smaller than prescribed by this Law, nor shall the density of population be increased in any 
manner except in conformity with area regulations herein established. If, at the time of adoption 
of this Law (or of any amendment thereof increasing the area or open space requirements), the 
lot area or required open spaces are less than the minimum required by this Law, such area or 
open space shall not be further reduced. 

Section 4.3 Duplicate "Credit" for Yards Not Allowed 

No yard provided on one lot for the purpose of complying with the provisions of this Law shall be 
considered as providing a yard required on any other lot unless the lots are contiguous and under 
common ownership and the minimum area requirements are separately met for each principal 
use. 

Section 4.4 Interpretation, Conflict With Other Laws 

In their interpretation and application, the provisions of this Law shall be held to be minimum 
requirements, adopted for the protection of the public health, morals, safety, or the general 
welfare. Whenever the requirements of this Law are at variance with the requirements of any 
other lawfully adopted laws, rules, regulations, or ordinances, the most restrictive, or that 
imposing the higher standards, shall govern. 

Section 4.5 State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) 

All site plans, special permits and use variances require, at a minimum, the completion of an 
environmental assessment form to comply with Article 8, Part 617 of Title 6 of the New York State 
Code of Rules and Regulations ("SEQRA") unless the proposed action qualifies as a Type II 
action under SEQRA. Said forms shall be completed as required of the applicant and presented 
to the Land Use Enforcement Officer with the application for the Planning Board and/or Zoning 
Board of Appeals as part of the application process. 

Section 4.6 Right to Farm 

No provision of this Law shall be interpreted, administered or enforced in a manner that restricts 
agricultural structures and farming practices occurring on land that lies within a Certified 
Agricultural District pursuant to Article 25-AA of the New York State Agriculture and Markets Law. 

ARTICLE 5 HAMLET-COMMERCIAL DISTRICT REGULATIONS 

New uses, except for agricultural businesses in agricultural districts, shall be compatible with the 
existing traditional hamlet-style neighborhoods. Structures should be of the same scale, design, 
and layout of existing buildings and should be consistent with the small town nature of the 
hamlet(s).
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Hamlet/Commercial District Maintenance Law, adopted as Local Law No. 1 of 2025. is a 
amendment to this Zoning Law

Section 5.1 Permitted and Special Permitted Uses 

Permitted by Right: 

One and two family dwellings, including manufactured homes, modular, panelized, and double­
wide sectional structures, but not mobile homes 
Home Occupations 
Bed and Breakfast 
Accessory Apartment 
Accessory Structures and Uses commonly associated with permitted principal use 
Wind Towers, Personal Use Only 
Farm-stands 
Nursery 
Farmers' and Artisans' Market 
Agriculture and Aquaculture 
Service Trade Establishment 

Subject to Special Use Permit: 

General and Professional Offices 
Government Offices and Facilities 
Churches and Places of Worship 
Boarding House 
Country Inn 
Health and Social Services Clinic or Office 
Retail Store 
Personal Service Shop or Store 
Restaurant 
Nursery School, Day Care or Preschool, not as part of a Home Occupation 
School/Educational/Training Facility, Public or Private 
Cultural Facility 
Skilled Nursing Home 
Senior Citizen Housing 
Group Home 

ARTICLE 6 AGRICULTURAL-RESIDENTIAL (AR) DISTRICT REGULATIONS 

Section 6.1 Agricultural Buffers. 

The Planning Board may require that buffers be established between any existing farm and new 
non-farm use to reduce the exposure of non-farm uses to odors, noise, and other potential 
nuisances associated with the agricultural operation and to protect the agricultural operation from 
potential complaints related to the same. Such buffers may consist of vegetative screening, 
woodlands, vegetated berms, or natural topographic features. Buffer size may be required to be 
larger depending upon the type of agriculture or farm use adjacent to the non-farm use, the 
topography and the proposed design and planting of such buffer. It shall be the responsibility of 
the non-farm applicant, subject to approval by the Planning Board, to provide an effective buffer 
that will reasonably protect adjacent non-farm areas from agricultural procedures. 
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Section 6.2 A ricultural Data Statement. 

Any application for a special use permit, site plan approval, use variance, or subdivision approval 
requiring Town review and approval by the Town Board, Planning Board, or Board of Appeals 
that would occur on property within a certified New York State Agricultural District containing a 
farm operation, or on property with boundaries within five hundred (500) feet of a farm operation 
located in an Agricultural District, shall include an agricultural data statement. 

a. The reviewing board shall evaluate and consider the agricultural data statement in its
review of the possible impacts of the proposed project upon the functioning of farm operations
within the agricultural district and notify those identified farm operators prior to any public hearing
scheduled for that proposal.

b. The reviewing board shall evaluate the impact of the proposal on the ability of adjacent
farms to continue operation. This review can include, but is not limited to questions related to
access to adjacent farmlands, whether changes in roads or traffic will allow for continued travel of
agricultural equipment, or whether the proposal will prevent significant lands from being used for
farming in the future.

Section 6.3 Non-Agricultural Land Disturbances. 

All subdivisions within the AR and HC districts shall be platted to preserve the maximum amount 
of active farmlands, prime farmland soils and soils of statewide importance for continued 
agricultural use as practical. Non-agricultural land disturbances shall, to the greatest extent 
practical be located as follows: 

a. On the least fertile soils for agricultural uses and in a manner which permits access to
active agricultural land.

b. Within any woodland contained within the parcel, or along the far edges of open fields
adjacent to any woodland, to reduce impact on agricultural operations and to enable new
construction to be visually absorbed by natural landscape features.

Section 6.4 Exemptions. 

The following exemptions from the provisions of this Zoning Law shall apply to land and buildings 
being used for farm operations: 

a. There shall be no height limits on agricultural structures, including but not limited to barns,
silos, grain bins, and fences, as well as equipment related to such structures, as long as they are
being used in a manner that is part of the farm operation.

b. Agricultural structures shall be exempt from the maximum lot coverage requirements.

c. Except where noted in Section 6.5, agricultural structures and practices shall not require
Special Use Permits and Site Plan approvals.
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Section 6.5 Permitted and Special Permitted Uses 

Permitted by Right: 

One and two family dwellings, including manufactured, modular, panelized, single-wide and 
double-wide sectional structures 
Home Occupations 
Bed and Breakfast 
Accessory Apartment 
Accessory Structures and Uses commonly associated with permitted principal use 
Wind Towers, Personal Use 
Farm-stands 
Nursery 
Farmers' and Artisans' Market 
Agriculture and Aquaculture 
Churches and Places of Worship 
Government Offices and Facilities 
Service Trade Establishment 

Subject to Special Use Permit: 

Multi-Family Dwelling 
Conversion of Existing Structure into Multiple Dwelling 
Boarding House 
Country Inn 
Senior Citizens Housing 
Skilled Nursing Home 
Group Home 
Nursery School, Day Care or Preschool, not as part of a Home Occupation 
School/Educational/Training Facility, Public or Private 
Cultural Facility 
General and Professional Offices (not to exceed 6,000 sq ft unless in an existing building) 
Winery 
Brewery 
Horse Stable or Riding Academy (must have 200 ft setbacks and 10 acre minimum area) 
Forestry/Logging (must have 200 ft setbacks and 10 acre minimum area) 
Sawmill (must have 200 ft setbacks and 10 acre minimum area) 
Gravel Quarrying (must have 200 ft setbacks and 10 acre minimum area) 
Veterinary Hospital, Animal Services 
Commercial Boarding Kennel 
Health and Social Services Clinic or Office 
Light Manufacturing and Assembling (not to exceed 10,000 sq ft unless in an existing building) 
Retail Store/Shop (not to exceed 6,000 sq ft unless in an existing building) 
Motor Vehicle/Equipment Repair Shop (not to exceed 10,000 sq ft unless in an existing building) 
Restaurant (not to exceed 6,000 sq ft unless in an existing building) 
Hotel (minimum 10 acres for each 10,000 sq ft or fractional part thereof) 
Motel (minimum 10 acres for each 10,000 sq ft or fractional part thereof) 
Solar Panels (Farm) 
Telecommunication Tower  added by Local Law #2 of 2025
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ARTICLE 7 LAKE DISTRICT 

Section 7 .1 Applicability. 

These regulations shall apply to all property fronting on Otsego Lake, those properties that have 
deeded and/or contractual access rights to Otsego Lake, and properties that visually and 
environmentally impact Otsego Lake. State of  New York Navigation Law Section 1. Subdivision 2 of 
section 46-a as amended by chapter 569 of the laws of 2021,is amended as it relates to regulations 
to restrict docks, boathouses and mooring  on Otsego Lake Town of Springfield signed into Law by 
Governor CHAP. 507 11/22/2024,  The Town of Springfield may adopt, amend and enforce local 
laws, rules and regulations not inconsistent with the laws of this state or the United States, with 
respect to the restriction and regulation of the manner of construction and location of boathouses, 
moorings and docks in any waters within or bounding the respective municipality to a distance of 
fifteen hundred feet from the shoreline. Added by Local Law # 2 2025

Section 7.2. Application of Regulations and Non-Conforming Uses. 

Only one principal use and one principal building per lot shall be permitted within the Lake District 
however, more than one principal dwelling may be situated on a lot under single ownership 
provided that the minimum area requirements are separately met for each principal dwelling and 
any accessory structures. Uses permitted by right may be situated on any parcel within the Lake 
District in conformity with the provisions of this Law; however, uses permitted by right and related 
structures are subject to Site Plan Review under Section 9.1 of this Law. 

All lots, buildings and uses of land or buildings existing as of 1987, however, may continue. Non­
conformities of lots, or parcels or uses of land or buildings may not be increased, expanded, or 
exchanged for other non-conformities. Although, through Site Plan Review, the Planning Board 
may allow an increase in the footprints of impervious surfaces, including buildings and roadways 
up to 30% of the original footprint provided that area, setback, access frontage, septic, water and 
runoff requirements are met. Any substandard lot of record may be regarded and used as a 
conforming lot for a dwelling as a principal use provided that such lot does not adjoin another lot in 
common ownership, in which case all lots shall be considered as one parcel. 

If area, setback, access frontage, septic, water, runoff and permitted and special permitted use 
requirements are met, then a building, structure, or part thereof, can be erected, moved or altered 
in conformity with the provisions of this Law; an existing, non-conforming use that also qualifies for 
approval as a special permitted use must receive approval as a special permitted use by the 
Planning Board before erecting any new building or structure or expanding an existing building or 
structure in conformity with the provisions of this Law. 

By nature, lakeside lots and parcels often pose unique and complex engineering problems that 
are difficult to mitigate. All construction will require an engineered building site plan as well as Site 
Plan Review pursuant to Section 9.1 of this Local Law. 

Section 7.3. General Standards. 

All construction on any shoreline lot shall be carried out in such a manner as to minimize 
interference with the natural course of the lake and its tributaries, to avoid erosion of the shoreline 
and stream banks, to minimize runoff rates of ground and surface water into the waterway, to 
remove only that vegetation which is necessary to the accomplishment of the project, and to 
generally maintain the existing aesthetic and ecological character of the shoreline. 

Any boat pump-out or other connection to provide for the accommodation of sanitary wastes shall 
be connected to an adequate disposal system. 

Any marina, boat service facility keeping or selling petroleum base products within one hundred 
(100) feet of any shoreline shall have a reasonable setback as determined by the Planning Board 
to insure that any leak, rupture or spill will be contained and not be introduced into or affect the 
adjacent waterway. An impermeable containment structure shall be constructed to contain any 
such spill.
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Section 7.4 Dimensions 
The minimum lot width, frontage, lot size, setback, and building height shall be in accordance with 
the Dimensions Table included at Appendix B. 

Section 7.5 Runoff of Water 
Newly created runoff of water on a lot or parcel must be engineered to pass through infiltrators or 
some form of construction or landform that minimizes surface runoff from that lot or parcel. 

Section 7.6 Sewage 
All septic systems shall be in full conformity with New York State Department of Health design 
and performance requirements. Any Local, State or Federal regulations that are more restrictive 
shall take precedence over this Law. No surface disposal of sanitary waste is allowed. 
All new septic systems will have a minimum setback of one hundred (100) feet from the shoreline 
of Otsego Lake as well as one hundred (100) feet from all wetlands, streams, and human water 
supplies. All new septic systems and all existing septic systems being repaired or reconstructed 
within five hundred (500) feet from the shoreline of Otsego Lake as well as one hundred (100) 
feet from all wetlands, streams, and human water supplies will be engineered by a licensed 
engineer and will be approved by the Otsego Lake Watershed Supervisory Committee. If an 
approved system cannot be designed, the existing leach field shall be sealed and the septic tank 
will be fitted with an alarm and will require pumping. 

Section 7.7 Vegetation 
Within five hundred feet (500) feet of the shoreline of Otsego Lake not more than thirty percent 
(30%) of the trees over six inches (6") in diameter breast height (DBH) existing at any one time 
may be cut over any ten (10) year period. 

Within twenty (20) feet of the shoreline of Otsego Lake, no vegetation may be removed, except 
that up to a maximum of no more than thirty (30%) percent of the shorefront may be cleared of 
vegetation on any individual parcel providing that such clearing will not exceed fifty (50) feet. 
The above cutting provisions will not be deemed to prevent the removal of diseased vegetation or 
of rotten or damaged trees or of other vegetation that present safety or health hazards. Such 
removal shall be performed only by a permit issued by the Planning Board, subject to the 
recommendation of an independent professional arborist who must verify these conditions. The 
cost of such recommendation shall be borne by the property owner or applicant. 

Section 7.8 Access Frontage 
Minimum frontage for deeded or contractual access from back lots, parcels, or existing multiple 
family dwelling units shall be as follows: 

Where one (1) to five (5) lots or one (1) to five (5) single family dwelling units or a single multiple 
family dwelling unit containing up to five (5) dwelling units are involved, a total of not less than two 
hundred (200) feet of shoreline frontage will be required when shoreline access is provided. 

Twenty five (25) additional feet of shoreline for each lot, parcel or site or dwelling unit thereafter is 
required except that no more than ten (10) lots or dwelling units may access from any one-parent 
parcel possessing frontage on the shoreline of Otsego Lake. 

No more than one (1) boathouse, one (1) dock and one (1) swimming float shall be allowed in 
conjunction with such common access for each two hundred (200) feet of shoreline lot width. 

Section 7.9 Ancillary Waterfront Structures 

Ancillary Waterfront Structures shall be permitted only as follows: 
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a. Not more than two (2) such structures including no more than one (1) boat house and one
(1) dock or pier shall be permitted per minimum required lot width, existing lot of record or
established right-of-way.
b. No dock, raft or other moored object shall project more than seventy five feet (75) from the
shoreline.
c. Setback requirements: any boat slip, boathouse, boat hoist structure, boat station, boat
accessory structure, dock or other allowed structure shall be set back 4 feet from side property
lines extended into the water on the condition that 4ft is feasible.
d. Mooring buoys shall be placed within each designated area as (c) above, in such a manner
that each moored vessel will avoid contact with any other moored vessel or structure. At no time
may a moored vessel or part thereof extend outside the limits defined in (c), above.
f. The table included in Appendix B indicates the numbers of docks or boat slips allowed
per linear feet of shoreline within setbacks as defined in (c) above.

Section 7.10 Permitted and Special Permitted Uses: 

Permitted by Right (site plan review required): 

One and two family dwellings, including manufactured homes, modular, panelized, and double­
wide sectional structures, but not mobile homes 
Home Occupation 
Accessory structures and uses commonly associated with permitted principal use 
Accessory Apartment (only in existing buildings) 

Subject to Special Use Permit: 

Cultural Facility 
Bed and Breakfast 
Farm-stand 

Subject to Special Use Permit and Must be West of Route 80: 
Nursery 
Agriculture and Aquaculture 
Farmers' and Artisans' Market 
Retail Store/Shop (must be less than 1,500 square feet unless in an existing building) 
Restaurant (must be less than 1,500 square feet unless in an existing building) 
Bar/Tavern (must be less than 1,500 square feet unless in an existing building) 
Personal Service Shop or Store (must be less than 1,500 square feet unless in an existing 
building) 
Membership Club 
Recreational Business, indoor or outdoor 
General and Professional Offices (must be less than 6,000 sq ft unless in an existing building) 
Country Inn 
Church and Place of Worship 

ARTICLE 8 US ROUTE 20 COMMERCIAL ZONE OVERLAY DISTRICT 

Any commercial development on a parcel located partially or wholly within 500 feet of US Route 
20, as it extends through the Town of Springfield, shall meet the following road frontage, 
minimum area and setback requirements: 

Road Frontage: minimum of 500 feet 
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Minimum Area: 

Setbacks: 

10 acres for each 10,000 square feet or fractional part thereof of 
commercial building development 

minimum of 100 foot setback from all lot lines and minimum of 200 foot 
setback from US Route 20 (when a lot line borders US Route 20, the 
greater 200 foot setback shall apply; in the event that the provisions of 
this Law specify conflicting setback requirements, the greater or more 
restrictive setback requirements shall be applicable.) 

ARTICLE 9 SITE PLAN REVIEW AND SPECIAL PERMITS 

Section 9.1 Site Plan Review 

Site Plan Review shall be required for all Special Permitted Uses and uses within the Lake 
District. Site plan and special permit review shall be undertaken by the Planning Board 
simultaneously. 

a. Upon application for any permit, certificate or license, the Land Use Enforcement
Officer shall determine if site plan approval is required under this Law.

b. Upon submission of a site plan for review, the Enforcement Officer shall determine
that all information required by this Law is depicted thereon or contained in
accompanying documents. He/she shall notify the applicant of any additional
information required, or that the site plan application meets the requirements for
Planning Board review, within seven (7) days of its submission to the EO. If the site
plan application meets the requirements for Planning Board review, the EO shall refer
said site plan application to the Town Planning Board for review upon receipt from the
applicant of seven (7) copies of the site plan application and the application fee as
adopted by resolution and amended from time to time by the Town Board.

c. Upon approval or approval with changes or conditions, the applicant shall lodge seven
(7) copies of the approved site plan with the Enforcement Officer who shall then issue
the appropriate building permit. One (1) copy of the approved site plan shall be filed
with the Town Clerk.

d. Upon completion of the work depicted upon the site plan, the Enforcement Officer
shall make a field inspection, noting on one (1) copy of the approved site plan,
compliance between the site plan and actual development, and shall submit the same
to the Town Planning Board. No performance bond or other surety shall be released
and no certificate of occupancy issued unless or until the Planning Board is satisfied
that actual development is in substantial compliance with the approved site plan.

e. Except as may be waived by the Planning Board, all site plans required under this
Law shall include the following information presented in drawn form and accompanied
by a written text as necessary:

1. A survey of the property showing boundaries and existing features including
topographic contours, buildings, structures, trees of over eighteen (18) inch
circumference measured at chest height, streets, utility easement, rights-of­
way and land use;

2. The location of all proposed buildings and land use areas, showing floor area
and location of vehicular and pedestrian entrances;
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Section 10.5 Volatile Materials Storage 

All volatile materials shall be stored and used only in containers and in the manner approved by 
the New York State Board of Fire Underwriters. 

Section 10.6 Exceptions for Lots of Record 

The requirements of this Law with respect to the area and lot width shall not be construed to 
prevent the erection of a one-family dwelling on any lot of record at the effective date of this Law, 
provided that such use is permitted in the district in which the lot is located and provided the yard 
and other requirements of this Law are complied with. Adjacent lots in the same ownership 
having in the aggregate a continuous frontage of more than one hundred (100) feet shall not 
qualify for this exception. 

Section 10.7 Fences 

No fence more than four (4) feet high shall be permitted within the front yard, nor shall any fence 
be more than eight (8) feet in the side yard or more than eight (8) feet high in the rear yard. 
However, a fence no more than eight (8) feet may be erected on the surface of a deck behind the 
rear building line in any residential district provided the deck does not project beyond the side 
yard foundation walls of the dwelling erected on the lot. Side and Rear fences not being perimeter 
fences must have a five (5) foot setback from property line. added LL#2 2025

A building permit is required for all perimeter fencing. The applicant shall submit, to the 
Enforcement Officer a description of the fence and location on the property and shall meet with 
the Officer prior to issuance of the permit. The Officer shall require notification by the applicant of 
all adjacent property owners if a fence is proposed to be a perimeter fence or to be placed in the 
front yard of a property or within thirty-five (35) feet of a road. Sight clearance for safety purposes 
shall be ensured for all fencing located within thirty-five (35) feet of road frontage. A survey shall 
be required for perimeter fences unless the adjacent landowner(s) agrees, in writing, to the 
location of the fence. 

The finished side of any fence must face outward. Fences shall not be constructed of materials 
that endanger health or safety. Fences shall be constructed of materials consistent with the 
existing character of the area in which the fence is erected. 

Section 10.8 Parking 

a. Purpose.

The Town finds that large and highly visible parking areas may damage the character of the 
Town, and harm the natural environment and visual character of the community. The Town also 
recognizes that inadequate parking or inappropriately designed parking can diminish quality of life 
by creating traffic congestion, safety hazards, inconvenience, and interfere with snow removal, 
drainage, and customer service. The Town seeks to balance the need for adequate parking with 
the need to minimize aesthetic harm resulting from parking lots and to avoid negative impacts of 
excessive parking requirements. 

b. Off-Street Parking.

Off-street parking requirements for non-residential uses shall be established by the Planning 
Board based upon need of the proposed use. In the Hamlet-Commercial District, the Planning 
Board may allow counting of existing off street and/or on-street parking to meet these 
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h. Surfaces.

Gravel, crushed rock or impervious surfaces as may be approved by the Planning Board are 
acceptable for parking areas provided adequate drainage, stormwater and erosion control are 
provided for. 

Section 10.9 Signs 

a. Externally illuminated signs, including building identification signs, shall only use shielded light
fixtures. Any sign not in use shall be removed by the building owner within six (6) months after
cessation of business.

b. Two signs are allowed per business. However a commercial building housing multiple units is
permitted one freestanding sign that includes listings of all businesses located on the premises
and each individual business shall be permitted one additional sign to be mounted on the building
or windows.

c. Exempt Signs. The following signs shall be exempt from requirements of this section:

1. Memorial or historical signs, names of buildings and dates of erections when cut or cast
into any masonry, bronze, stainless steel or similar permanent material. 

2. Traffic or other municipal signs.

3. Legal notices, emergency, or non-advertising signs.

4. A farm stand sign not exceeding six (6) square feet.

5. Temporary, non-illuminated signs on the premises for up to one year including
directional signs, real estate "for sale or for rent" signs, signs announcing anticipated occupancy 
of a site or building or which identify the contractors, architects, engineers, etc., on a building or 
site under construction. 

6. Signs or bulletin boards customarily incidental to places of worship, libraries or
museums, erected on the premises for purposes of displaying temporary public information 
notices, not exceeding sixteen (16) square feet in area. 

d. Freestanding Signs. All freestanding signs shall comply with the following standards:

(1) All signs should be erected outside of any roadway right of way.
(2) The maximum height for freestanding signs shall be twelve (12) feet.
(3) When illuminated, only externally lighted signs are allowed.
(4) The maximum size of the sign shall be 16 square feet.

e. Building Signs. Signs attached to a building shall conform to the following standards:

(1) The maximum area shall be equal to the width of the building front, but in no case
shall the sign(s) area exceed ten percent (10%) of the building face area. The total
sign square footage shall be in proportion to the building size.

(2) Signs shall not project above the highest point along the face of the building.

f. Sign Permits and Sign Administration. No new sign shall be erected without a Site Plan review
and approval by the Planning Board. Signs that are part of a broader Site Plan or Special Use
Permit approval process shall be reviewed by the Planning Board at the same time as other
aspects of the Site Plan or Special Use Permit. Site Plan approval shall also be required for the
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Section 11.5 Farm Uses Excepted 

Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Law, any farm use and any farm building formerly 
conducted or used in any district hereafter classified as RA may be reestablished, renewed or 
restored. 

Section 11.6 Restoration of Unsafe Buildin s 

Nothing in this section shall prohibit the restoration to a safe condition of any building, structure, 
or portion thereof declared unsafe by the Code Officer. 

Section 11. 7 Oil and Gas Leases 

Heavy Industry uses, as defined elsewhere in this Law, are prohibited in the Town of Springfield 
and have been prohibited since the effective date of Local Law No. 1 of 2011. The definition of 
"Heavy Industry" in this Law includes, but is not limited to the exploration for natural gas; 
extraction of natural gas; natural gas processing facilities; exploration for crude oil; extraction of 
crude oil; oil refineries; coal mining; coal processing. For the purposes of this provision of the 
Law, and solely for the ease of drafting and reading, all those uses and activities shall be referred 
to collectively as "gas, oil and coal extraction". 

Any leases of property for the purpose of allowing gas, oil or coal extraction, or any gas, oil or 
coal extraction operations which have been conducted on land in the Town as of the effective 
date of Local Law No. 1 of 2011, are subject to the following: 

A. Existing Leases:

1. Where a lease which allows gas, oil or coal extraction has been executed
and where no substantive gas, oil or coal extraction activity has substantively
commenced as of the effective date of Local Law No. 1 of 2011, then this
Law shall apply in full effect and shall operate to prohibit all such activities.
The existence of a lease under the circumstances described in this
paragraph shall convey no vested right upon either party to the lease.

B. Existing Gas, Oil and Coal Extraction Operations

1. Where a lease which allows gas, oil, or coal extraction has been executed,
and where substantive gas, oil or coal mining extraction activity has occurred
as of the effective date of Local Law No. 1 of 2011, and those activities are
being conducted pursuant to valid permits issued by the New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation or other regulating agencies, in
that case the activity shall be considered a non-conforming use and shall be
allowed to continue.

2. Upon the depletion of any gas or oil well or coal mine which is allowed to
remain in operation pursuant to this provision, or upon any other termination
of the gas, oil or coal extraction activity for a period of more than one (1)
year, the non-conforming use status of that activity shall terminate and the
activity may not be renewed.

3. Further, no gas, oil or coal extraction activity allowed to remain in operation
pursuant to this provision shall be permitted to expand as of the effective
date of Local Law No. 1 of 2011.
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Appendix B 

Lot Area Dimensions 

Dimension Hamlet-Commercial Agricultural- Lake (L) 
Residential (AR) 

Minimum Lot Size ½ acre for dwelling or 5 acres 5 acres 
1 acre for other 
principal structure 

Lot Width, Minimum 50 feet minimum 300 feet 200 linear along the 
shoreline of Otsego 
Lake. For parcels not 
having shoreline 
frontage, a lot width of 
200 feet 

Minimum 20 feet 50 feet; 100' for all 50 feet 

Front Setback uses located along 
Route 20 

Side 10 feet 30 feet 10 feet 
Setback, Minimum 

Rear 40 feet 50 feet 100 feet 
Setback, Minimum from shoreline 

Maximum 35 feet 35 feet 30 feet 

Building Height 
measured consistent 
with the provisions of 
NYS Uniform Fire 
Prevention and 
Building Code 
Maximum 70% 20% 70% 
Lot Coverage 

Driveway 5 feet 5 feet 5 feet 

Side 
Setback, Minimum 

Garage Side Setback, 1 O' rear, 5' side 30 feet 10 feet LL#2 2025 
Minimum 

Road 50 feet 300 feet 300 feet 
Frontage Minimum 

* Lot Area Dimensions apply to any and all structures and impervious surfaces.
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